It is almost a month for the arrival of the ninth edition of Imagineindia Film Festival. The program, announced by its director Qazi Abdur Rahim, includes a record number of films, guests and special events.

For 12 days (18 to 29 May) will be screened a total of 77 films from 18 countries in 7 venues. A total of 14 subsections comprise the 3 major sections in the festival which is divided : Indian Section, Asian Section and International Section.

41 films from India, 21 Asian films and 15 international films make Imagineindia the largest film festival in Madrid.

Within the INDIAN SECTION,  11 films will participate in the Competitive Section, of which the venue is the Spanish Film Institute.

Films that have participated in London Film Festival, Berlinale, Cannes, Venice and several releases arrive with all its splendor to  Imagineindia :

Gulal (participant in Venice) by Anurag Kashyap (juror in Venice), Do Paise Ki Dhoop Char Ane Ki Barish (participant in Cannes) by Deepti Naval, Kutty Shrank (festival of London) by  Shaji Karun,  Little Zizou (Granada festival)  of  Sooni Taraporevala,  Khargosh (premiere) of Paresh Kamdar, Aadmi Ki Aurat Aur Aniya Kahaniya (premiere) Amit Dutta, My name is Khan (premiere in Spain) of Karan Johar (Bollywood director), Harishchandra, s Factory (premiere) of  Paresh Mokashi, make of this section a great one.

The Indian section also offers RETROSPECTIVES Kumar Shahani, the eternal Mrinal Sen and Satyajit Ray. Adding them one section :  Indian cinema classics with names like Ritwik Ghatak, Bimal Roy and Shyam Benegal.

Among the Indian documentary is necessary to highlight the Section Film, Poetry and Religions with Shabnam Virmani,s 4 documentaries on the Indian poet and philosopher KABIR, whose visionary writing about poetry, secularism and religions would put more than a hair-raising . This subsection is supplemented with 2 films about Buddhism of Paula Fouce.

The documentary Jashn e Azadi speaks on the other hand, on the Kashmir conflict and the yearning for independence from some people of that region and the miserable life of the rest. Section is completed documentary work about the importance of education, the housing boom of Slumdog Millionaire,s land and religious prostitutes in India.

In the ASIAN SECTION 7 films in Competition come from diverse backgrounds, to emphasize the tapes from  Kazajstán, A Gift for Stalin, the Philippines, The Pawnshop, Chinese, Parza Teg, and the one from Srilanka, Akasa Kusum. From South Korea, Animal Town, 

Asian Section Out of Competition with 15 films among which there are directors as Shinji Aoyama, Ann Hui, Sylivia Chang, Sabiha Sumar and Brillante Mendoza.

The International Section is represented by films about gypsies,  Australian Films and Russian experimental cinema.

Already last year the festival showed 6 films about or done by Gypsies in the world. This edition is represented by 4 films from  U.S, Bulgaria, France and Serbia ( I Even met happy gypsies, winner at Cannes).

The Australian films are best represented by the directors : Bruce Beresford, John Hillcoat, Sarah Watt, Rolf de Heer, Rakel Perkins or Scott Hicks, as theyt are well known in the world and represent the best example of Australian cinema.

Special case is the exhibition of Russian experimental films at the Reina Sofia Museum, curated by Cine Fantom, these films come with the seal of approval having been shown at Tate Gallery in London and the upcoming Cannes festival. Cine Fantom is characterized by the quality of its productions.
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